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Introduction
This unit of work has been developed for use in a grade 4 classroom. 

During this unit students will explore the communal and celebratory nature of the Eucharist. They will recognise the ways in which Jesus is present when we celebrate the Eucharist and in their own lives. They will investigate the symbols, signs, rituals that are present in each part of the mass and recognise that the links between the Eucharist and the traditional Passover meal and the last supper. 
The reason that I chose to do a unit on the Eucharist is because the class where I taught the two lessons which are part of this assessment task were currently learning about it. They had been preparing in class to have their first Eucharist. Therefore it is important for them to gain an understanding of what the Eucharist is and how it is part of becoming part of the church community. 
In grade 4 students are generally around the ages of 9-11; According to Section 3 of the Source of Life Core Document this means they are at level 3. The core document states that at this level the dominant form of learning is hands on experience, and that there is a growing interest in what is literally true and not just a story. It also states that a growing proportion of children are beginning to seeing reciprocal fairness as a core moral principle. Taking this into account I have structured learning experiences to be as hands on as possible. I have also designed activities which will allow students to critically think about what they are learning and how it relates to their everyday life. 
Throughout the unit I have structured opportunities for assessment of each of the unit outcomes. However I have planned for one overall ‘major’ assessment task which will be the end product of all that they have learnt over the course of the unit. 

	Section 2: Religious Education Unit Overview: Eucharist 
Grade: 4







Term: 2        2014

	Level
	Strand
	Title
	Duration of Unit



weeks
	Teachers of Unit

	Key Scripture:  

· Mathew 26: 17-21; 26-29

· Luke 22: 14-23

· Mark 14: 22-25

· Luke 15: 11-24

	

	Doctrinal concepts
	Unit Outcomes
	Assessment Tasks
	Evaluation of Unit

	1. In the sacraments we celebrate the presence of the Holy Spirit in our lives.

2. Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist celebrate our initiation into the Church.

3. The sacrament of Eucharist celebrates the presence of Jesus: the community remembers what Jesus did; offers sacrifice; gives thanks; shares a meal; and is called to service.
	1. Recognise that the Eucharist is a special meal recalling the events of the Last Supper.


	Create a Venn diagram comparing the last supper to mass.
	What worked well?

Refer to Reflection section of the Lesson Plans. 

What needs to be done differently next time?

Refer to Reflection section of the Lesson Plans.
Students’ Response:
Refer to student evaluations at the end of this document. 

	
	2. Describe ways that Jesus is present when we celebrate Eucharist.
	Fold a page into four and ask student to record the ways Jesus is present in the celebration of the Eucharist.
	

	
	3.   Recognise that we belong to a community of believers who celebrate the Eucharist.


	Students create a word web /picture collage to show how members of the Church community interact and relate with each other during the celebration of the Eucharist.


	

	
	4.   Describe the two main parts of the Eucharist – the Liturgy of the Word and the Liturgy of the Eucharist – and explain some of the symbols and rituals of the principle rites of the Mass.
	Children write about or illustrate the importance of the Word of God.  Describe and illustrate the symbols, words and actions used within the Liturgy of the Word. 
	

	
	
	Students describe what happens in the Liturgy of the Eucharist or list some key actions and words. Use photos or clip art to illustrate the key events in the Liturgy of the Eucharist.
	

	
	
	A  Students describe what happens in the Liturgy of the Eucharist or list some key actions and words. Use photos or clip art to illustrate the key events in the Liturgy of the Eucharist

	Victorian Essential Learnings (AusVELS)
	Links with Family/Parish

Wider Community:
	Resources:

	· Physical, Personal and Social Learning
· Interpersonal Development
· Building Social Relationships

· Working in Teams

· Civics and Citexenship

· Community Engagement

· Interdisciplinary learning
· Information and Communications Technology
· ICT for Visual Thinking

· ICT for Creating

· Thinking

· Reasoning, processing and inquiry

· Creativity


	· Class participation in rituals and prayers

· Class participation in school based liturgies and masses.

· Class visit by Parish Priest or other Eucharistic Ministers to show students hosts and demonstrate reverent way to receive communion.

· Class visits to Parish Church to see lectern, altar stone, cruets, chalice and ciborium
	

	School: n/a

	Level
	Strand
	Title
	Teacher(s)



	Planning – Learning Experiences Timing

	Key Scripture: Students

	As stated above

	Teaching and Learning Experiences

	Focusing Activities

	Y-Chart on what belonging to a family sounds like, looks like, feels like

	

	

	Learning Experiences
	N
	RC
	CSV
	UI
	R

	Theme: Belonging

Explore the idea of belonging to a group or a family. Discuss the things that you do with your family. 

Jigsaw Summary detailing different aspects of each group, eg. Family, friends, sporting team
	(
	
	
	
	

	Link the idea of belonging to a family to the idea that the members of your church can be your family. 
	
	(
	
	
	

	Hands Huddle: Each group of students is given a large sheet and each member of the group traces their hands onto the sheet.  As quickly as possible the group completes a huddle and writes down on the left hands the way they have used their hands today, for example eating, showing affection, writing, giving something to someone.  Then on the right hands the students write down how other people’s hands have helped them, for example showing them how to do something, giving a hug or pat, making their food, giving First Aid.  Completed hands are displayed and common ideas on how our hands can help others are discussed. This is linked to the mission of Jesus as helping us to care for one another.
	
	
	
	
	(

	A  Students create a word web /picture collage to show how members of the Church community interact and relate with each other during the celebration of the Eucharist.
	(
	
	
	
	

	Theme: Reconciliation

Link belonging to a family with the theme of reconciliation

Read Luke 15: 11-24 Two Sons
	
	
	(
	(
	

	Theme: Celebration

Photo Share about a Celebration: students bring a photo of a celebration that is important to them. Then in small groups they share their experience. What was the purpose? What did people wear? Where there speeches or stories told? Were presents exchanged? Who was at the celebration? What food and drink was shared? How did you say goodbye?

Matrix about Celebration: 4 headings- people gathering, stories told, food and drink shared, saying goodbye


	(
	
	
	
	

	Read Matthew 26: 17-21; 26-29 The Lord’s Supper

Discuss the way we celebrate feasts such as Christmas and Easter

	
	
	(
	(
	

	Theme: Parts of the Mass

Student will be given cards and then Sequence the parts of Mass

	(
	
	
	
	

	Students will watch a video showing sections of a Mass

Six senses cube strategy- student in teams use this strategy to match the sights, sounds, touch, tastes, smells and emotions experienced by believers when experiencing the real presence of Christ in the Eucharist.

	
	
	
	(
	

	Revisit the signs and symbols of the liturgy. Visit the church and identify the symbols.

Students plan and create their own symbol for liturgy and belonging to the parish community. Create a stained glass window. 
	(
	
	
	
	(

	Review the Sacraments of Initiation and identify the Eucharist as one of these. 
	(
	
	
	
	

	Invite the Parish Priest to talk about the different parts of the mass, the sacraments, gestures, signs, symbols, prayers associated with the key idea that sacraments are an initiation into the community. 
	
	
	(
	
	

	Students use an adapted Peoplescape Strategy to illustrate how bread and wine are made up of many things, as is a parish Eucharistic community. On large outlines of a host, a chalice and a person, students visually represent information on what makes up bread, flour from many grains of wheat; wine, many grapes; and the parish community, many different people.
	
	
	
	(
	

	A  Watch a video clip of the last supper. Create a Venn diagram comparing the last supper to mass. 

	
	
	(
	
	

	Students in groups look at pictures depicting the last supper. They will have to compare it to a scripture reading of the last supper and answer questions about it. Ie. Does the image reflect the scripture reading?

	
	
	(
	
	

	Develop a list of quiz-type questions about the parts of the mass. Place these questions within the layers of wrapping paper for a game of ‘Pass the Parcel.’ 


	
	
	(
	
	

	During the Concluding Rite at Mass we are invited to ‘Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.’ Discuss with students: How can we live the message of the Gospel today? As a class brainstorm ideas and make a list of needs in the school and parish community, where we can make a difference through prayer or action. Incorporate these actions and intentions into the daily prayers of intercession. 
	(
	(
	
	
	(

	Read a picture book about remembering. It is in remembering special people and events that they are made present to us again. Link this to our reason for celebrating the Eucharist, i.e. to remember, to make present the saving action of Jesus Christ. 
	
	
	
	(
	

	A  Children write about or illustrate the importance of the Word of God.  Describe and illustrate the symbols, words and actions used within the Liturgy of the Word. 
	
	
	(
	
	

	A  Students describe what happens in the Liturgy of the Eucharist or list some key actions and words. Use photos or clip art to illustrate the key events in the Liturgy of the Eucharist.
	
	
	(
	
	

	A Fold a page into four and ask student to record the ways Jesus is present in the celebration of the Eucharist. 

Headings for each part: Community Gathered, Word of God, Communion/ Jesus’ body and blood, and Priest who presides
	
	
	
	(
	

	A  Major Assessment Task- look below…
	
	
	
	
	

	Assessment Code: A = Specific Assessment Task,

I = Integration with other areas, P = Item to be included in RE Portfolio
	Praxis Movements Code: N = Naming, RC = Reflecting Critically, CSV = Accessing the Christian Story and Vision, UI = Understanding and Integrating, R = Responding




Major Assessment Task and Rubric
In pairs create a visual representation of the Eucharist. Students can choose the mode of presentation. 
Their project should include information on:

· The two main parts of the mass, the liturgy of the word and the liturgy of the Eucharist

· The links between the last supper and the Eucharist

· The symbols, signs, actions and why they are used

· What the Eucharist means to them personally and others who participate

· How Jesus is present when we celebrate the Eucharist 

	
	Well Above Expected Level
	Above Expected Level
	Expected Level
	Below Expected Level

	Knowledge and Understanding
	Detailed description of the two parts of the Eucharist, linked to the appropriate symbols and rituals
	Description of the two parts of the Eucharist is linked to the appropriate symbols and rituals
	Can describe the two main parts of the Eucharist and associated symbols and rituals
	Can describe the two main parts of the Eucharist

	
	Shows an ability to interpret the actions and words of Jesus at the Last Supper and make links to Eucharist
	Can retell the events of the Last Supper and recall the key phrases
	Can retell the events of the Last Supper

	Can recall at least two events of the Last Supper

	
	A thoughtful explanation of what the Eucharist means to them personally and what it means to other people who participate in their community. 
	Can explain what the Eucharist means to them personally and to others. 
	Can explain what the Eucharist means to them personally
	Can  give explanation of what the Eucharist means   in broad general terms

	Reasoning and Responding
	Shows an ability to elucidate how Jesus is present in the celebration of the Eucharist and gives at least 5 concrete examples of how we as a community can reflect the presence Jesus in our lives through our actions and the actions of others.
	Shows an understanding of how Jesus is present in the celebration of the Eucharist by giving at least 4 examples of how that is reflected in us.
	Can give at least 3 examples of how Jesus is present when we celebrate the Eucharist. 
	Can give 1-2 examples of how Jesus is present in our lives. 


PRIMARY LESSON PLAN 

	Name: Emma Arthur

Learning Area: Religious Education
Topic: Eucharist

	Date: 26/5/14
Year Level: Grade 4
Duration: 45 minutes



	Learning Intention: Students will be able to see the similarities between the last supper and what happens at church. 


	Procedure
	Group set up/ Timing
	Materials

	1. Introduce myself to the class- quick game to learn names and settle kids- pass an object around and say their names. 

2. Get kids sitting on the floor- explain that at the end of the lesson they will have some time to do an evaluation of the lesson and my teaching so they will need to have a think about what they could write during the lesson today. 

3.  Make expectations of behaviour clear- students should be silent while watching YouTube clip. 

4. Watch a clip on YouTube of the last supper. 

5. Ask the students where we might see something similar in our lives? Guide answers towards talking about church experiences. (Students must put up their hand when answering a question). 

6. Students to discuss how it is similar/different to church. E.g., gestures= take, bless, break and eat, the amount of people present, words ‘do this in memory of me’, symbols, chalice, sharing, community
7. Explain and model the task students will complete. Students are to create a Venn diagram with the similarities and differences of the last supper and what happens at church. 
8. Make expectations regarding behaviour and quality of work clear: students are allowed to discuss their work with the people at their table but they must talk quietly. Students work must be five star work. 
9. Explain that at the end of the session we will come to the floor to reflect and share work on others. I will add their ideas to the Venn diagram I used to model the activity to the class. Inform them that everyone will need to share an idea. 
10. Select 2 students to hand out the sheets with the Venn diagrams on them and the reflection sheets. 

11. Send students off to their tables to work. Tell them that they are not to start writing on the reflection sheets, just the Venn diagram as the reflection will be filled in after share time at the end of the lesson. 
12. Students to work on their Venn Diagram 
13. Students to come back to the floor to share ideas. Students will each share on idea. 
 
	Whole (3 mins)

Whole

(10 minutes)

Part 

(25 mins)

Whole 

(7 mins)


	YouTube Clip 31. The Last Supper

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KywnAfLnOxw
Venn Diagram




	Observations of students’ learning: 
While the students are completing their Venn Diagram I will roam around the room. The group Venn Diagram at the end will serve the purpose of informing me collectively what the students know. 

	Catering for inclusion: 
This is an open ended task which means that students can work at their own level. The Venn diagram and the video will suit students who are visual learners and the group conversations will work well for students who are interpersonal learners and auditory learners. 


	My Reflection: 

· Good start, students were engaged by the video clip

· Think, pair, share at the start and resulting discussion was really good

· Students knew what to do and made good transitions from floor to activity 

· Students were able to relate activity to previously leant information 



PRIMARY LESSON PLAN 

	Name: Emma Arthur
Learning Area: Religious Education
Topic: Eucharist

	Date: 27/5/14
Year Level: Grade 4
Duration: 45 minutes


	Learning Intention: 
Students will understand the importance of sharing a meal with friends and family in relation to The last supper as depicted in images and scripture (Mathew 26: 17-21; 26-29). 


	Procedure
	Group set up/ Timing
	Materials

	1.  Discuss what we did yesterday. Invite students to share one thing that they learned.
2. Explain that at the end of the lesson they will have some time to do an evaluation of the lesson and my teaching so they will need to have a think about what they could write during the lesson today. 

3. Think, pair, share: Invite students to think about the meals that they have at home. 
4. Discuss the importance of sharing a meal. Can relate to meals with family at home, going out to eat, or a celebration. i.e. Christmas, birthday, etc. 
5. Read Mathew 26: 17-21; 26-29 The Lord’s Supper
6. Split students into groups of 3. Model the task the students will be doing with one of the images. 
7. In groups of 3 students will look at an image of the last supper. They will also have a copy of the reading. Students will discuss:

a. Who is there? What is happening?
b. How is Jesus depicted?

c. Use the senses: If you were at the last supper depicted what would you: see, hear, feel (things you could physically touch and emotions), smell, taste?

d. How does your image reflect the reading? How well does this image portray Jesus instituting the Eucharistic sacrifice of his Body and Blood?
e. Do you like/dislike the image? Why?

Students will record their answers on a poster that the reporter will share. 

8. Three people will share with the class which picture they had and what they discussed/wrote down about their image. 

	Whole

(12 mins)

Part

(25 mins)

Whole

(7 minutes)
	(Mathew 26: 17-21; 26-29)

(Luke 22: 14-23)
(Mark 14: 22-25)

Images of the last supper


	Observations of students’ learning: 
While students are working I will be roving. 

	Catering for inclusion: 
This task will suit visual learners and intrapersonal learners. 


	My Reflection: 
· Shorter more detailed instructions needed to be given. 
· Some students were unsure of what to do. I ended up stopping them and re-explaining the activity. 
· Students took a while to settle down at the start of the lesson. We spent probably too much time on the floor at the beginning meaning there was only a short amount of time left at the end for them to do the evaluation at the end. 
· Some students didn’t like that they didn’t get to choose their own partners. 



References:
· Diocese of Sandhurst. (n.a). Source of Life: Core Document. Retrieved from: http://www.ceosand.catholic.edu.au/source-of-life/127-core-document.html
· Diocese of Sandhurst. (2009).Curriculum Framework. 

· Diocese of Sandhurst. (n.a). L3- Sacraments of Initiation-Eucharist FINAL

4 Weeks





Emma Arthur





Sacraments of Initiation - Eucharist





Sacraments





3





Emma Arthur





4 





Sacrament of Initiation -Eucharist





Sacraments





3











